Who is Charles Santiago?

Personal Information

· Name: Charles Santiago

· Born: Kuala Lumpur, 1 November 1960 (48)

· Family: Living in Kuala Lumpur/Petaling Jaya /Klang

· Family Background:

Mr. R. Santiago (Father)/ Mother Deceased 

1 elder sister (interior designer, living overseas)

2 younger sisters (advocates & solicitors)

· Married to: 

Pathma Krishnan (MA Int'l Management & Finance, Hamline University, MN, US)

Party Affiliation

( Party: DAP - Democratic Action Party

( Contesting:  Parliament Klang – Pelabuhan Klang, Pandamaran, Kota Alam Shah

Educational Background
( M.A. Economics, Graduate Faculty of Political and Social Science, New School for Social Research; New York, NY, May 1994

( B.A Liberal Arts (Economics and Political), Eugene Lang College, New School for Social Research; New York, NY, May 1988

( Primary/Secondary/High School, La Salle School Brickfields, Kuala Lumpur and La Salle School, Petaling Jaya, Selangor

Areas of Interest and Research

( State and Industrialization, International Financial Institutions, Globalization, Trade, ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA); and Asia-Europe Trade and security issues; 

( General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and its impact on development of Third World countries.

Scholarship and Research Grants

( Transnational Institute Research Grant (Dec 1999 – August 2000). The grant was provided to facilitate the research and writing on trade and investment relationship between Malaysia and the European Union. Transnational Institute is an academic research center based in the Netherlands.

( University Malaya Institut Pengajian Tinggi Research Grant (Jan 1995 – August 1995). This grant provided support for research on the impact of technology on the Malaysian economy.

( New School Prize Fellow (Fall 1988 – Spring 1992). The university gives this scholarship to promising and distinguished incoming students for a period of three years.

( Frida and Robert Milano Scholarship Fund (Fall 1986 – Spring 1988). Scholarship based on academic merit and need.

( Kressner Foundation Award (Fall 1985 - Spring 1986). Based on academic excellence.

Professional Experience

( Director, Monitoring Sustainability of Globalization (MSN) Kuala Lumpur (2002 to present). MSN is a research based advocacy organization focusing on trade, labour and water issues in the country and the region. We are presently developing a manual on the human rights to water for the region, promoting the spirituality of water in a multi-racial and religious society. Also, the organization provides research and advocacy support to trade unions, labor groups in the region, besides working with parliamentarians, media, activists and policy makers. MSN is in the International Organizing Committee of the Asia-Europe Peoples' Forum (AEPF) and works with Asia Pacific Movement for Debt and Development – Jubilee South (APMDD-JS).

( Social Auditor, Verite – South East Asia (1997 to present). I have audited more than 100 factories in the region and Saipan, USA. Furthermore, I have been involved in training on compliance for contract manufacturers and multinational corporations in Asia and the United States. In addition, I have been involved in developing remediation plans and working with companies to improve on compliance.

( Asia Researcher, Transnational Institute, the Netherlands (2002-present). I was involved in research projects involving Free Trade Agreements in the region, and specifically involving Asia and Europe. 

( Part-time Lecturer, MBA Sydney Graduate School of Management, University of Western Australia, offered at ATC- Kemayan (2001 to present). I teach Globalization and Business Environment unit of the program to middle level and senior management, largely in the private sector.

( Expert Consultant for the European Commission, Brussels  (Nov 2001 - Feb 2002).

I was invited by the European Commission in Brussels to undertake a mid-term evaluation of the Asia -Europe Foundation. This involved meetings and consultations with civil society and diplomats in China, South Korea, Japan and Europe.

( Coordinator, Stamford Center for Economic and Social Research, Stamford College (June 1995 – 2000). The Center researched on the following issues: trade and globalization international financial institutions, urban poverty, democracy, critical and creative thinking. Seminars workshops and public forums are periodically organized. Frequent commentator on trade, WTO, AFTA, regional trade agreements, financial crisis for local and international electronic and print media.

( Senior Lecturer, School of Economics, Finance and Accountancy, Stamford College Petaling Jaya (Feb 1995 – 2002). I lectured the following units: 'The Economic History f the 20th Century' and 'Economics of Development' and tutor economics for diploma students in the University of London (external) programme.

(Part-time Lecturer, MA Marketing, University of Northumbria at Newcastle offered at Stamfod College (Feb 1996 – 2002). I taught the Marketing Environment component of the program. Furthermore, I supervise programs for MA dissertations.

( Lecturer, Elsberg Business School Denmark /Stamford College Diploma program on 'Doing Business in Asia' (March 1997 – 2000). I helped conceive the program. Presently I teach 'The Social, Economic, Political and Cultural Environment of South East Asia' unit of the programme.

( Visiting Lecturer, Waldorf College, Iowa, USA (Summer '98). Invited by the college to teach  'The Political Economy of South East Asia' as part of their BA programme.

( Economic Consulting Services, New York, NY (1991- 1994). Provided consultancy services on South East Asia, especially Malaysia to individuals, investors, academics and business people in the New York region.

Overseas Experience

( Working visits, fact finding missions and lobby tour to the United States, England, Germany, Netherlands, Ireland, Philippines, Indonesia, and Thailand. Meetings with the  Members of the European Parliament at the European Parliament on the Asia – Latin America (ALA) regulations on Development Cooperation in February 2003.

Publications Include

( 'The Anwar Debacle and the Potential for Democratic Reforms in Malaysia' in Kristina Gaerlan (Ed), Transitions to Democracy: Case Studies On The Philippines, Thailand, South Korea, Indonesia and Malaysia. Focus on the Global South, Institute for Popular Democracy, and Transnational Institute, 1999.

( 'The Unsustainable Character of Neo-liberal Policies and its impact on Social and Human Development in the Developing World' in Social Policies and the ASEM Processes International Workshop. Asienstiftung (German Asia Foundation), Essen, 2002.

( 'European Water Corporations and the Privatization of Asian Water Resources: The Challenge for Asian Water Security' in Asia-Europe Crosspoints. Transnational Institute, The Netherlands, 2002

( Manufacturing Water Insecurity: The Challenge to Asian Water Security. Published by The Southeast Asian Council for Food Security and Fair Trade. September 2003.

( Privatization vs. Public-Public Partnership in Malaysia: Corporate Agenda, Retreat of the State and Shaping of a Water Crisis. MSN publication. Kuala Lumpur 2004.

( 'Water for People, People for Water': A Malaysian Citizens Guide to Water Issues and Rights. MSN Publication. Kuala Lumpur 2005.

( 'From a process-driven approach to managing for performance paradigm: Issues and Challenges confronting Trade Union Rights in the Malaysian Public Sector'. Educational International and Public Services International (PSI) publication. Kuala Lumpur 2006

( 'Home Based Workers in Malaysia' ILO publication. May 2006

( The Nature and Logic of FTAs: The Case of USA FTAs in South East Asia' in Dialogue and Cooperation Occassional Papers. Southeast Asia and Europe 1/ 2007 Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. Singapore.

( 'The Malaysian-US Free Trade Agreement: What is at Stake' (manuscript) 2007

( EU- ASEAN FTA (forthcoming)

Previous Affiliations

( Executive Council Member, Majlis Belia Malaysia (Malaysian Youth Council) (1981 – 1983). This is an umbrella organization of all youth organizations in the country. Initiated and organized nation wide study on worker retrenchment. Presented memorandum to Labour Ministry which entailed causes of lay-off's and its social ramifications, state support for retrenched workers and review of existing labour laws. Put forward a 12 point national plan (later adopted) to fight drug abuse among youths. Worked as part of a team that formulated the National Youth Charter.

( Majlis Perundingan Belia Negara (Malaysian Youth Consultative Council), Appointed Member (1979 – 1983). This is both an advisory and consultative body focused on issues of importance to youths and the state.

